
How did National 
Adoption Day begin?
National Adoption Day is modeled 
on Los Angeles’ Adoption Saturday
program, which, since it began in
1997, has helped nearly 10,000 foster
children join permanent families.

Adoption Saturday was launched in Los Angeles through
collaboration of The Alliance for Children’s Rights,
Public Counsel, law firms that offer their services pro
bono, the Department of Children and Family Services,
and the Juvenile Court. 

Opening a courthouse on a Saturday was a groundbreak-
ing idea to expedite foster children adoptions in Los
Angeles County and help alleviate the backlog of thou-
sands of children waiting for their adoptions to be final-
ized.  Adoption Saturday brings together all the involved
parties—foster children, adopting parents, the county’s
foster care adoption division, volunteer attorneys, and
judicial officers—in one place at one time to complete
hundreds of foster child adoptions in a single day. 

In November 2000, The Alliance for Children’s Rights,
through the support of the Freddie Mac Foundation and
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption, coordinated the
first National Adoption Day.   Across the United States,
nearly 1,100 foster children’s adoptions were finalized on
a single Saturday, just in time for the Thanksgiving holi-
day.  The program grew the following year, when more
than 17 cities joined in. 

Based on this model, a national coalition of partners—
The Alliance for Children’s Rights, Casey Family
Services, Children’s Action Network, Congressional
Coalition on Adoption Institute, Dave Thomas Foundation
for Adoption, Freddie Mac Foundation, and Target
Corporation—joined together to broaden awareness of
the thousands of foster children awaiting adoption.  In
2002, more than 30 cities participated in this effort.

The Alliance for Children’s Rights and its partners 
envision that, in the years to come, communities in every
state will celebrate National Adoption Day. protecting the future of all children

Adoption 
Saturdays

making new families...
hundreds at a time

The Alliance for 
Children’s Rights
The Alliance for Children’s Rights is Los Angeles’ only free
legal services organization devoted solely to protecting the
rights of abused, neglected, and impoverished children. Since
its founding in 1992, The Alliance has helped more than
40,000 children:  children who are living in foster care, children
who need medical treatment or public benefits, children with
special educational needs, and children in need of legal
guardianship or adoption. 

The Alliance for Children’s Rights completes more than one-
third of all foster children’s adoptions in Los Angeles County
each year.  The Alliance’s Foster Children’s Adoption Project
includes: (1) public education, (2) free legal services to final-
ize adoptions, and (3) pre- and post-adoption legal and social
services for children and their families, such as assistance
obtaining health services, adoption assistance benefits, and
independent living services.

For more information about The Alliance for Children’s
Rights and National Adoption Day, please contact:
The Alliance for Children's Rights
3333 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 550
Los Angeles, CA 90010-4111
Phone (213) 368-6010
Fax (213) 368-6016

www.kids-alliance.org

protecting the future of all children
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